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'  WFA  EASES  EGG -BUYING  RU%.gS  , 


As  egg,  prices  hit  a  new  low  of'  20  cents  a  dozen  in  s  omls'^eirtfions  of  New  Mexico, 
^ar  Food  Administration  officials  were  attempting  this  week  to  speed  up  government 
purchases.    Meanwhile  civilians  are  being  urged  to  eat  more  eggs.' 

Government  buying  is  expected  to  be  speeded  up  by  (1)  permitting  the  locaing  of 
three  grades  instead  of  one  in  a  car,  provided  that  there  are  100  cases  of  each  grade; 
2)  accepting  offers  daily  instead  of  weekly;  and  3)  permitting  cars  to  be  loaded  with 
both  fiber  and  wood  cases. 

SELECTIVE  SERVICE  DROPS  FARM  UNIT  PLAN 

The  system  of  deferring  farm  workers  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  farm  war  units 
they  produce  has  been  abandoned,  Selective  Service  officials  have  announced. 

Hereafter,  local  boards  will  use  this  Tydings  Amendment  to  the  Selective  Service 
Vet  for  determining  agricultural  def  erme.nts .     The  amendment  directs  local  boards  to 
defer  any  registrant  found  to  be  necessary  to  and  regularly  engaged  in  "agricultural 
occupation  or  endeavor"  essential- to  the  war  effort,  until  replacement  can  be  found. 

County  USDA  War  Boards  and'eo-unty  agents  will  continue  to  cooperate  with  local 
Selective  Service  boards.  "  vr-       ~       '  : 

CROP  ACREAGE  INCREASE  IN  1944 

The  total  acreage  of, crops  in  the  United  States  for  1944  is  likely  to  be  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  1943  acreage  and  close  to  the  record  crop  average  of  1932, 
according  to  Arthur  M.  Hauke,  acting  economist  of  the  New  Mexico  Extension  Service. 
Mr.  Hauke*s  figures  came  from  a  USDA  summary  of  the  reports  from  68,000  farmers.- 

"Crop  reports  from  New  Mexico  indicate  about  the  same  acreage  of  corn  as  in  1943, 
5  per  cent  more  oats,  14  per*  cent  more  barley,  13  per  cent  more  sorghums,  and  de- 
creases of  15  percent  and  3  percent  respectively  in  potatoes  and  beans,"  Mr.  Hauke 
said. 


JONES  PRAISES  AAA  COMMITTEEMAN  SYS  TEH 

The  democratic  farmer^commit  teaman  system  of  the  AAA  draws  high  praise  from  War 
Food  Administrator  Marvin  Jones  :     "At  jthe""time  the  present  farm  movement  got  under 
full  steam,  I  believe  that  I  was  about  the  first  one  on  the  Hill  to  make  a  fight  for 
the  committee  system,  " 

"I  have  insisted  on  the  committee  system  from  the  first,  because  I  beliave  in  it. 
It  is  the'  lifeline,  the  vital* -line  that  makes  the  machinery  go.-.  If  the  American 
people  ever  get  to  the  point  that  they  are  not  a  part  of  the  orginization  and  effort 
then  we  will  cease  to  be  a  great  Nation."  ...  --' " 

A  LAND  BOOM  WILL  GET  YOU  . 

.    ( 

A  warning  "that  many  farm  buyers  are  overemphasizing  current  high  farm  incomes 
was  issued  this  week  by  BAE  authorities,  who  noted  that  farm  real  estate  values 
jumped  15  per  cent  during  the  12  months  ending  March  1. 

"It  was  iust  -s,uch  overcapitalization  of  temporarily  high  returns  that  was  back 
of  the  1919-20  land  boom  and  the  subsequent  collapse,"  a  BAE  spokesman  said.  "Farm 
land  values  in  most  areas  are  already  above  levels  likely  to  be  sustained  if  farm- 
commodity  prices  drop  after  the  war." 

STORAGE  PIAx'TS  STUFFED  TO  THE  GILLS 

V.yith  the  nation's  cold  s  torage  .f  ac  ilitie  s  packed  to  near  capacity,  WFA  and  co-^ 
operating  agencies  are  taking  steps  to  ease  the  space  scarcity. 

Heavy  slaughtering  of  hogs  during  the  winter,  the  current  flush  supply  of  eggs, 
and  a  reduction  in  shipments  overseas  are  chief ly  responsible  for  the  storage 
scarcity,     ^old  storage  holdings  are  substantially  heavier  than  a  year  ago,  especial 
ly  in  lard  and  rendered  pork  fat,'  butter,  poultry,  frozen  vegetables,  frozen  eggs, 
and  meat. 

PROTEIN  HEAL  EASES  UP 
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Individuals  now  may  accept  delivery  of  protein  meal,  which,  together  with  in- 
ventories, does  not  exceed  the  tonnage  needed  for  manufacturing,  sales,  or  feeding 
for  60  days — instead  of  30  days,  as  in  the  past. 


w  r 

"    f  -3- 

The  ruling  applies  to  all  protein  meal  except  fish  meal,  which  continues  on  a 

season's  requirement,  basis  .     Tankage  and  meat  scrap  had  already  been  on  a  SO-day 
•>asis  • 

TRIVIZ  VFV  PROGRAK 

"Tho  Victory  Farm  Volunteer  program  will  be  a  major  source  of  labor  in  1944." 

j 

k.  E.  Triviz-,  state  supervisor  of  the  emergency  farm  labor  program,   said  yesterday. 
Plans  are  already  underway  for  the  recruitment,  selection,  placing,  and  super- 
*    "/ision  of  VFV  workers.     Steps  will  also  be  taken  to  mobilize  women  in  emergency  farm 
'obs . 

ARMY  TRUCKS  GO  ON  THE  BLOCK 

.   Farmers  interested  in  the  sales  of  used  government  trucks  at  Fort  Bliss  can  set 

complete  information  on  Hie  procedure  to  bo  followed  from  their  County  ACA  office, 

according  to  ,  chairman  , of  the  County  AAA  Committee. 

"The  prospective  buyer  will  be  given  the  privilege  of  inspecting  the  truck," 
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Mr,   said.     "He  should  remember  that  the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation 

doesn't  guarantee  these  used  trucks.     The  Army  is  selling  them  as-is." 

TOP  FARM  PROBLEMS  ARE  LABOR,  MACHINERY 
"Washington  observers  lisx  the  six  top  difficulties  in  1944  agricultural  produc- 
tion in  the  following  order:     labor,  machinery,  transportation,  containers,  feed, 
"SCnd  fertilizer, 
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(Uo-te  to  the  Counties:     Give  as  much  publicity  as  possible  to  the  number  of  Farm  Plan 
sign-ups,  and  urge  farmers  and  ranchers  to  come  to  the  County  Office  to  sign  up,  . 
The  closing  date  for  signing  applications  for  payments  for  the  1943  AAA  practices 
has  been  extended  from  March  31  to  April  30  and  that  extension  should  be  given 
publicity  also,) 
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